and ' The Needle in the Vein ' (Greval, 1940 Sterility of the blood taken for storage The contrivance described for. taking blood for transfusion was originally intended for bleeding a donor, and using the blood within an hour or so. The precautions taken aimed at surgical asepsis but not bacteriological sterility. It was, however, found that blood taken by the same device for injecting -animals and kept for several weeks in the cold remained free from signs of contamination. The blood stays at room temperature for half an hour, and presumably during this period its immunological forces deal effectively with the stray micro-organismal intruders. Sterile nutrient broth bottled like the blood is not likely to stay sterile. Incidentally, the writers now use plain sodium citrate solution instead of Rous and Turner's solution in taking and keeping human blood for producing anti-M and anti-N fluids (Greval, Chandra and Woodhead, 1939) .
3.
The pump
The pump of Potain's aspirator is not damaged by the water vapour or even water sucked from the boiled knotted tube. The heat generated in action appears to dehumidify it. Cheap pumps costing Rs. 10 Incidentally, women appear to be affected less than men by drawing of blood.
Of compensatory dangerous rise of blood pressure (Durand, 1939) (Kolmer, 1939) (Lord and Pastore, 1939 (Halbrecht, 1939) The blood taken, as described previously, can be stored.
4. The pump of Potain's aspirator is not essential.
5. Blood sometimes coagulates in the apparatus or the bottle. This is due to (i) obstruction in the tube and (u) abnormally high coagulability of some bloods. Obstruction can be removed. High coagulability needs consideration when anaemic patients are to be transfused. The clot in the bottle can be drained.
6.
Blood left in the collecting tube when the flow is stopped should not be run into the bottle if the blood is to be stored. The rejected blood provides material for work in the laboratory.
7. The bottles are stoppered with glass stoppers which are secured in place and made dust-proof with melted hard paraffin. They are labelled with Indian ink and the writing covered with a layer of collodion.
8. The blood froths in the bottle when the negative pressure is too high and when the whole of the aperture of the needle is not in the vein. 13. Names of the firm supplying the apparatus needed and undertaking repairs of syringes are given.
